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From: Cllr Thulbourn Nick 

Sent: 06 March 2014 21:58 

To: Licensing 

Subject:Ref: 068867 tesco stores oundle road 

 

Hello 

 

I am writing to request the license for the above application not to be granted. 

 

As a local councillor I have worked with local residents, council officers and the police to change the 

area in and around the proposed license store to eradicate significant street drinking and alcohol 

abuse. We have made significant progress in this area and their is a visible difference in the area. 

With one of the groups residing within yards of this proposed store and we have managed to 

dissolve the issue. 

 

The prevention of crime and disorder 

 

After a significant amount of time removing alcohol related disorder and crime in this very specific 

area. The people responsible for these types of issues remain in the same street and close by to this 

store. To open another establishment will firstly send the wrong message but more importantly it  

would help to reverse all the gains we have made. We have put a strong message out regards 

Alcohol related disorder and acted decisively to make a difference and another store with cheap 

alcohol will undoubtedly be a step in the wrong direction. Police have been called to the direct area 

of the store to deal with significant crime and disorder within 100 yards of this store.  

It will be in the benefit of the store not to sell alcohol and will minimise the issues they will 

undoubtedly be bringing on themselves. This disorder will be close to and in the same cul de sac as a 

school and children's centre which is a real concern for me as children will be passing this store from  

early in the morning to early evening. The store is proposing to open from 6 am to 11pm which will 

be a magnet and incentive for street drinkers and disturbances will happen to very late and night 

and the feedback from drinkers is they seem to like the idea of a 6 am local store who will sell  

cheap alcohol. This tells me the likelihood of crime and disorder are very high. This is a quiet 

residential area now and the license will create pressures that can and should be avoided. 

Public Safety 

The area and the road which the store is located is right next to a church and school and with the 

anticipated re-emergence of the street drinking this store will create their is a real and concerned 

opinion that safety of children and parents as they pass the drinking community. There has already  
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and continues to be violent related incidents in the area, this has diminished through work done by 

the police and council to dispute this problem. The probability in my experience with the problem 

that this store will encourage and create an area of drunken disorder causing real public safety 

concerns. We have had in the past violent altercations in the area due to problems with the street 

drinking community to the point there was serious police intervention on a number of times due to 

violence. This will be a probable outcome again if we allow alchol to be sold from these premises. 

 

Protection of children from harm 

 

This store will sell alchol directly outside a primary school, nursery and children's centre. Parents and 

children will be passing by this store all day and with the known problem in the area of street 

drinking and the related issues that go along with this issue there is a real probability of children  

being exposed too and being unwilling drawn into the associated problems. From my experience 

dealing with this issue I can almost without uncertainty guarantee that children will be affected by 

the disorder cheap alcohol in this specific area will bring. The school and children's environment 

should not be compromised or threatened  by the selling of alcohol and the knock on effect of 

encouraging street drinking. 

 

The prevention of public disorder 

Another store selling alcohol will escalate and send the wrong message to street drinkers which will 

increase public nuisance and affect local residents. The previous use of the site was a public house 

and the drinking was managed and in reality it was a discouragement for street drinking and public 

nuisance due to the fact the landlords managed the situation and most importantly the drinking was 

done in the building not outside. The premises are in a cul de sac, residential and close by a school. 

Next door to the store is a church who have grave concerns over the possibility of alcohol sales and 

the impact it will have on their congregation. There is also a remembrance garden used by family 

members to mourn their loved ones. This area has and may well again be a magnet to people 

wanting to consume their recently purchased alcohol. Overwhelmingly the local groups, residents 

and businesses are concerned for the level of public order which I and they believe will be 

compromised. Street drinking will become a real problem again in this area if the license is approved 

and this will lead to serious disorder on a regular basis. This will take us back two years, after a  

significant effort by a number of organisations who due to financial constraints may not be 

repeatable. 

 

If you are minded to approve the license could I ask for consideration on when alcohol is sold and 

ensure it does not happen during school times and ensure the street drinkers cannot buy alcohol 

early in the morning and late at night. 

 

Also, as other city's do could you consider the ability to restrict the sale of cheap alcohol as 

instructed by other authorities such as Northampton Council. 
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Many thanks for your attention and I look forward to the support of this body in making Fletton and 

Woodston a place where quality of life and community are the main catalyst for all decisions. 

 

Yours 

 

Cllr Nick Thulbourn 

Fletton & Woodston 

07990 613473 
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